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See article inside for list of items on the auction block!



Endurance. . . . . .
Is the word I will use in describing the long cold winter we have experienced on the Great Lakes 

during the winter of 2014 – 2015 with day after day of record breaking subzero cold.  It was very 
reminiscent of days gone by in which the Milwaukee Clipper, Highway 16 and other coal and oil ships 
sailed the Great Lakes all winter.  The old ice 
breaker Mackinaw and her sister ice breakers kept things moving when they could, but the Muskegon 
Chronicle front page photos of the ships stuck in the pack ice are etched in my mind.

One of the great adventure stories of our time took place in pack ice many times thicker than any ever experienced on the 
Great Lakes.  It was the story of a ship that was being crushed – not all at once, but slowly, a little at a time.  The pressure of ten 
million tons of ice was driving in against her sides and she was dying as her frames and planking and her immense timbers, many 
of them almost a foot thick, screamed as the killing pressure mounted.  When her timbers could no longer stand the strain, they 
broke with a report sounding like artillery fire.  The ship was the Endurance and she sank in 1915 in the Weddell Sea.  All crew 
members lived to tell this incredible story.

So, should we complain about how tough the winter of 2014 – 2015 was?  Maybe not so much.

John Stein, President

We send special get well wishes out to John Thompson, who suffered a stroke in November, which 
has taken him out of commission and his talents will be greatly missed in our auction projects. 
John was the sole person behind the auction brochure and he and his wife, April, spent a 
humungous amount of time and effort into gathering sale items.  We miss them both! Wishing you 
a speedy recovery, John.

Restoration & Remembrance:

I have been in contact with Mike Lovey of the Muskegon Community College Department of Welding and Sheetmetal Dept.  This 
group has been involved in building new outside replacement cabin doors for the Clipper and it’s a work in progress.  Mike’s 
father, Harold Lovey, was owner of Lovey Welding and was always very much involved in much of the maintenance on the 
Clipper ‘s sailing years.  He was instrumental in the installation of the aluminum deck that was added on to replace the canvas 
covering over the barroom dance floor area.  This was the first of its kind, as to use the aluminum in American ship board 
construction, also along with the Meg Welder that was developed to do the job.  It all happened right here in Muskegon, while the 
ship was laid up at her berth at the Mart Dock.

Bill Thurlow and Mike Krivitzky, will be doing some survey work in regards to the stateroom situation.

We had Larry Medema and his wife, Nancy, at the Clipper Christmas Party and they told  many stories about Nancy’s father, 
Clayton Hansen.  Clayton and his painting crew did all of the interior painting on the ship during fitout.  Larry got started in the 
painting business under Clayton’s eye when still in high school and dating Clayton’s daughter Nancy.  So we hope Larry is able to 
visit the Clipper and knowing her past work experience of working on the ship, we can get that area back up to it’s past glory.

By all indication, all of the volunteers that I have been in touch with are ready to go back at it, as soon as the ship get’s out of the 
deep freeze and we can get back at our restoration work.  Hopefully this will all happen in the next few weeks.

This years start up is no different then when the ship was in operation.  There never was any fitouts the same, Ship and Auto 
operation and weather made every fitout different and challenging.

Looking forward to another successful season – see you at the Auction, May 17th.

Smooth Sailing

Captain Bob Preifer

Once again, we have survived another banner Michigan ever changing winter weather and hopefully, the ship loses 
its arctic deep freeze condition.  We can thank Tom and Bill Bell, and Steve Boyer for plowing their way down to the 
ship to do their regular check up on the ole gals’ status and that she remain status quo.  Although there hasn’t been 
much actual activity down aboard the ship, it hasn’t stopped various volunteers from working on ship business, etc. A 
very good example of this is Auction committee Chairman, Gene Fethke and his group of dedicated workers from 
meeting almost year around regardless of the weather.  That’s why they have been so successful with the past Clipper 
auctions and looking forward to another one this Spring, May 17th.  By the way, Gene has been honored as “the Man of 
the Year” by the Insurance Institute of Michigan.  We are very proud to have him as a Clipper board member. 



Port City Princess dinner cruise for two 
Lake Express round trip for 2 

Amtrak Round Trip for 2 to Chicago
Canoe or Kayak

donated by K.L. Industries
African Photo Safari

2 round trip tickets on the Arnold Line to Mackinac Island
Overnight stays at both, the Grand Hotel 

and Iroquis Hotel on Mackinac Island
Tickets to local football games 

(Big Reds, Catholic Central, Mona Shores)
2 tickets to tour the Cutter Mackinaw 

Round trip on the Badger
2 tickets to the Wisconsin Maritime Museum 

4 tickets to Gilmore Car Museum
Dinner for 4 at Hilts at Christmas time 

Rumble seat ride in Hilt's Model T 
Dinner cruise for 4 on Hilt's Trawler " Gulliver" 

Stay at Beaver Lodge on Beaver Island
Creative Edge gift basket

Westshore Symphony & Civic Theatre Tickets
Various Golf Packages

And Many More !!!

Note from Gene Fethke,
Chairman of the Auction Committee 

CLIPPER AUCTION MAY 17 2015 WE NEED AUCTION ITEMS, WORKERS AT 
THE AUCTION AND TICKET BUYERS. FOR ANY OF THESE CATAGORIES. CONTACT 
GENE FETHKE OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE AUCTION COMMITTEE. WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!

The Auction brunch at Muskegon Country Club, Sunday May 17th, is the day for good food and 
an enjoyable live and silent auction to support the Milwaukee Clipper Restoration efforts.  The 
proceeds will be used for the upkeep and repair of the ship.  There will also be a raffle and 50/50 
drawings.  For tickets contact any member of the Committee or board member or call Gene 
Fethke at 722-2375.  Below is a very small sampling of the items that were donated for the 
success of the auction.  Thanks go out to our very generous businesses in the West Michigan area 
and throughout all of Michigan.



Article from Ray Hilt

As reported in the last newsletter, we have had 28 Great Lakes ship models loaned to us for 
the next two years from the Michigan Maritime Museum in South Haven. 27 of them 
along with the 10 or so models loaned to us by my friend Ken Jillbert and four of my models 
will give us an impressive display in the model room for this year. As reported before, the big 

Alabama model had the frame damaged, and all of the glass broken. As a result, it was not possible to put 
the model on display at the Muskegon County Airport Terminal as planned.

A group of us composed of John Stein, his friend Dr. Jeff Bunn, DVM, Terry Judd, Mike Krivitzky, and 
myself, met at Terry's heated vintage car garage to repair the frame. Using wooden biscuits to join the 
broken joints resulted in a repair that will not come apart again and is invisible. A week later we met to clean 
the excess cement from the joints and get the model back on it's frame. The model has been covered all this 
time with plastic, to keep it clean, but it still needs to be dusted before it is put on display. Terry is going to 
arrange for the glass company to come and take final measurements for the glass, and he and I will then 
clean the model to prepare for it's move.

As planned originally, the model will be put on display at the Airport Terminal for a year to give us time to 
prepare the Alabama Room on the ship. This room will be chock full, with the very large model and all the 
Alabama artifacts and photographs we are collecting. This room also must be climate controlled, a 
stipulation of the Maritime Museum for this model. Because of the damage and necessary repairs, we will 
have this very wonderful model for a period of 10 years.

We have lots of work ahead to change the model room to accommodate 27-30 more models than before, and 
must get the next room cleared out and painted in Alabama colors in preparation for moving the model one 
more time in the spring of 2016. We will get many of the artifacts, etc. onboard as the summer progresses. If 
anybody would like to help us with this project, we would sure appreciate it. The pay scale is the same as the 
rest of us, pure satisfaction in what we are doing. In other words, 00-00-nothing!! 

In the past I have written about my habit of eavesdropping on the written messages on the Great Lakes 
postcards I have collected. I thought I would pass along a few new ones.

7/16 1910
"On board boat City of Cleveland on way to Detroit from Niagara Falls, and Buffalo, also seen Toronto Canada. Having a good 
time, write soon." This on a beautiful card showing the lobby and Grand Stairway.

Undated card sent at Christmas time
. Steamer coming bow on, large life ring with hands clasping, says "Hands Across The Sea". Card says--"Though Seas May Roll 
Our Lives Between, Take This With My Goodwill, To Say That Those Who Friends Have Been, Are Friends Remembered Still." 
Clifton Bingham. "A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year."

6/26/99
"Bill: Thanks for sending the info on Clipper and other activity at Muskegon. Jim Jackson" The card is a beautiful aerial of the 
South American coming into the locks.

8/29/86
"Dear Bill, Many thanks for yours of 8/14 & 22. Guess that all the captains are going out with the steam-boats they once sailed. I 
met Capt. Regan on the Clipper many years ago. Hope this finds you enjoying the fall weather. Dave Glick“ The postcard is a 
picture of the City of Detroit III at Detroit. I assume the mention of Capt. Regan was on the occasion of his death. Dave Glick 
wrote for "Lake Log Chips", a publication from the Institute of Great Lakes Research. 

Maybe these will get you interested in reading your old cards. I will do more next time.

That's it for now. Please don't forget our upcoming auction/brunch at the Muskegon Country Club, on May 
17th. I can tell you it will be a great brunch, and we have some very interesting items for you to bid on, both 
silent and live. I would be very pleased to sell you tickets. Hope to see you there.

Ray Hilt
Museum Curator



A Perfect Way to spring into Spring 
By Jim Plant 

Every spring I look forward to our annual brunch and auction at Muskegon 
Country Club.  Mark your calendar: Sunday, May 17, 2017, at 11 am brunch is served 
until about 1 pm.  The Club does a great job on delicious breakfast fruits, veggies, 
muffins, sweet rolls, hand carved meats, custom omelettes made by chefs while you wait 
and for your sweet tooth yummy desserts. 

The view overlooking Muskegon Lake from the dining room is awesome. 
You might even be able to catch a sailboat race gliding by below the clubhouse porch, a 
million dollar view. 

About 1 pm we have a lot of fun as the auction swings into action. Tim 
Fitzsimmons, our auctioneer, keeps things moving right along with the many unusual 
articles, and you will never know when a mystery bag will be put up for auction. Then 
the diners really get into the excitement.

The Clipper store will have a corner with a few one of-a- kind souvenirs and 
interesting Clipper memorabilia. The new Clipper autographed book will also be 
available. “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History” is a 169-page hard cover 
book that sells for $50.00.  All net proceeds from the sale of the book go directly into the 
restoration fund. The book is our ongoing fund-raiser that has been selling well through 
the winter. For the summer tours, we have some surprises in the way of new ship models 
on the ship.

If you have never been to our brunch and auction I urge you to attend. Not 
only will you have a great experience, but your $30.00 ticket purchase will help us to buy 
supplies for our volunteers to make our lady more glamorous. Plus you might win the bid 
on that special item you have your heart set on.   Brunch tickets are available by calling 
Ray Hilt at 231-722-2538 or me, Jim Plant, at 231-744-5101.

After the past hard winter, this fun filled time might just be the thing to jump 
start your summer. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

I’m still in need of e-mail addresses.  We have way too many snail mail addresses.  If you 
don’t have e-mail, send me a quick note or call (231-798-4231) – Also, PLEASE put something in 
the “Subject” line.  I don’t open up e-mails without subjects. 

Thank you for your cooperation.        dpfol@earthlink.net Sandra Ferski, Editor



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Portable Band Saw
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor
w/hoses & hammers

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!
All shapes,  ages & genders !

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - 
Blarney Castle Oil 
Co. for the drums to 
provide proper 
handling of the 
restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; and LAKESIDE 
EMPORIUM, who supports our efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has 
a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  Bureau.  
Not to leave out all the other local businesses who support the Spring Auction.  We 
always have multiples of businesses who donate items for the fundraiser. 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?
Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 - Full page Ad $900. 

We have a mailing list of over a thousand, not just in Muskegon, but all over the U.S.  Call 
231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance for your support on the 
progress of the preservation efforts.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity
Working on the newsletter Maintenance
Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work
Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________
Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on- 
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!
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